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Professor Robin Banerjee 
Professor Robin Banerjee is Head of the School of Psychology and a professor of developmental psychology 
at the University of Sussex.  He leads the CRESS (Children’s Relationships, Emotions, and Social Skills) 
research lab, and he works closely with practitioners and policymakers in the areas of education and 
mental health.  A core applied focus of the CRESS lab is the development and evaluation of school-based 
strategies to support young people’s social and emotional functioning. 
 
Professor Tamsin Ford, CBE 
Tamsin Ford is Professor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at the University of Cambridge. She completed 
her clinical training at the Bethlem and Maudsley Hospitals and her PhD at the Institute of Psychiatry, 
King's College London.  She moved to Exeter University Medical School in 2007 and to Cambridge in 2019. 
Her research focuses on the effectiveness of services and interventions to support the mental health of 
children and young people. Her work has an increasing focus on schools and education, and includes the 
patterns of service use, service organisation, the accurate identification of psychopathology and the 
generation or synthesis of evidence for interventions directly with families or indirectly through 
practitioners working with children. The important interface between mental health and education is her 
particular focus of interest. 
 
Professor Ian Goodyer 
Ian Goodyer is a Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist based at Cambridge University pursuing research into 
the connections between human development and youth psychopathology. His studies are centred on 
adolescents in the community as well as current patients. The research programme explores the influences 
of the early environment on adolescent brain structure, cognition and social development and he has led 
on randomised controlled trials to evolve new brief psychological therapies for adolescents with 
depression and conduct disorders for use in clinics and in community settings. 
 
Elizabeth (Liz) M Greetham 
Over the last 30 years, Elizabeth has analysed and invested in pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
companies in the United States, Europe and Japan. Her primary focus has been on assessing clinical trials of 
products under development across all therapeutic categories, the probability of their success and 
potential commercial viability. In this capacity she has worked closely with senior commercial, research and 
executive managements around the world as well as academic and regulatory scientists. Between 1999 
and 2004, Elizabeth was CEO and Board Member of DrugAbuse Science, a private biopharmaceutical 
company, dedicated to developing prescription medications to treat alcoholism and heroin and cocaine 
addiction. She has also sat on seven publicly quoted US Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology Company 
boards.  
 
Gregor Henderson 
Gregor is a leading international expert on public mental health and wellbeing, with over 20 years’ 
experience of national and international mental health and wellbeing policy development and delivery. 
Gregor was until recently Public Health England's Director of Mental Health. A role he held for 8 years 
leading on key strategic, operational and public facing programmes. Gregor has held a variety of roles 
across the UK, and has worked with a range of Government Departments and Ministries in the UK and 
Internationally. Gregor now works independently for a range of organisations in mental health and 
wellbeing, children's mental health and community wellbeing. Including Chairing the Place2Be's Research 
Advisory Group. Gregor is a published author and a well known conference speaker.  Motivated by finding 
modern solutions to mental health issues and to increasing the understanding of what works, for whom 
and how in ways that support seeing mental health as part of everyday human experience and      
development.   
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Professor Neil Humphrey 
Neil Humphrey is the Sarah Fielden Chair in Psychology of Education at the Manchester Institute of 
Education, University of Manchester, UK. His research interests include children’s mental health, social and 
emotional learning, and special educational needs. When he is not working at the University, Neil 
moonlights as an unpaid taxi driver for his three daughters. 
 
Dr John Ivens  
John is the executive head teacher of the Bethlem & Maudsley Hospital School and is an acting principal  
educational psychologist.  He is a professional adviser, on quality and research issues, to the children's 
counselling charity Place2Be. Alongside these professional roles John's research interests include: 
developing on-line and individually administered children's well-being measures (happiness and the social 
experience of school); the effects of being bullied on children's well-being; children's drawings; exploring 
the effectiveness of applied behaviour analysis in the education of autistic pupils, and the prediction of 
successful pupil reintegration into mainstream education and training. 
 
Professor Edward Melhuish 
Edward Melhuish is Professor of Human Development at Birkbeck, University of London and Research 
Professor at the University of Oxford. He is also a Principal Investigator on the Effective Provision of Pre-
school Education (EPPE) in England and Northern Ireland and Executive Director of the National Evaluation 
of Sure Start. Professor Melhuish is an internationally recognised expert in the study of child development 
and childcare and has extensive experience with longitudinal studies. He was a Principal Investigator of 
studies of day care and family life in the 1980s, which had considerable influence on sections of the 1989 
Children Act. He has also conducted research on child development, parenting and childcare in several 
european countries, on behalf of the European Commission. 
 
Dr Margaret Murphy 
Margaret currently works as a Clinical Adviser at the Anna Freud Centre; as a tutor on the University of 
Cambridge medical undergraduate course and as a Medical Member of the Mental Health Tribunal and as 
a Specialist Adviser at the Care Quality Commission. Most of Margaret’s career until recently has been 
spent working directly with children, young people and their families and this is the aspect of work which 
she finds most inspiring and rewarding.  
 
Margaret qualified as a medical doctor in 1986 and then trained as a psychiatrist specialising in child and 
adolescent psychiatry. Margaret additionally carried out research including a study of the genetics of 
autism. She led the East of England training programme for doctors specialising in child and adolescent 
psychiatry. Margaret was the Chair of the Faculty of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry for the Royal College 
of Psychiatrists 2009-2013 and worked for the Care Quality Commission as the National Professional 
Adviser in Child and Adolescent Mental Health 2014-2018. She chaired the NHS England Secure and 
Specialised Mental Health Programme 2012-2018. 
 
Margaret has been involved in lobbying for improvements in children’s services and in developing health 
policy including setting up and co-chairing the Future in Mind Taskforce in 2014 which led to increased 
investment in child and adolescent mental health services in England. 
  
Professor Stephen Scott CBE 
Stephen Scott CBE, Professor of Child Health and Behaviour at the Institute of Psychiatry (IoP), King’s  
College is Director of the National Academy for Parenting Research (NAPR), based at the IoP at King’s, 
where he leads a team of  psychologists, clinicians and researchers investigating how best to improve 
parenting in order to enhance child outcomes.  His research interests include conduct disorder and 
antisocial behaviour, parenting interventions, attachment, adoption and fostering. He has led three 

randomised controlled trials on the effectiveness of parent 

http://www.parentingresearch.org.uk/
http://www.parentingresearch.org.uk/Projects.aspx
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training in practice, including a trial of Fostering Changes, a British programme for foster carers; the 
Helping Children Achieve trial, comparing the impact of relationship improvement programmes and 
helping parents of 5-6 year olds read with their child; and a trial of Functional Family Therapy for serious 
teenage antisocial behaviour and delinquency. He has also led the development of a new programme for 
parents with high needs, and economic evaluations on the cost effectiveness of parenting intervention 
programmes. Professor Scott is also Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist in the CAMHS Adoption 
and Fostering Service and the Conduct Problems Service at the South London and Maudsley NHS 
Foundation Trust (SLaM).  

 
Dr David Trickey  
David currently works as a Consultant Clinical Psychologist in the Trauma and Maltreatment Service at the  
Anna Freud Centre, London (AFC). He is part of the staff team running the Improving Access to 
Psychological Therapies (IAPT) courses for Children and Young People.  
 
David has extensive clinical experience working with children and families, and since 2000 he has 
specialised in working with traumatised and traumatically bereaved children and young people. He worked 
for 6 years at the Traumatic Stress Clinic in North London as it became part of Great Ormond Street 
Hospital. He was then Lead Consultant Clinical Psychologist at Leicester Royal Infirmary Children’s Hospital 
and then Lead Consultant Clinical Psychologist at an innovative service for traumatically bereaved children 
and young people in Luton and Bedfordshire.  
 
David acts as an Expert Witness or Advisor for the Courts, the Police and other organisations in relation to 
trauma and bereavement. He has particular expertise and experience of working with children who have 
witnessed one parent killing another. He has been consulted following critical incidents to inform the crisis 
response and was commissioned by Government to evaluate the Humanitarian Assistance Centre 
established in response to the London terrorist attacks on 7th July 2005.  
 
David also supervises doctoral research relating to trauma and traumatic bereavement; he has published 
various research articles, including a meta-analysis of risk factors for PTSD in children and has contributed 
to a number of textbooks. Online Resources / Further Reading: http://davidtrickey.com 
 
Mark Ungless 
Mark Ungless is Director of Data Insights at Mental Health Innovations, the charity behind Shout 85258, the 
UK's first free, 24/7, confidential text support service for anyone who is struggling to cope. He has over 20 
years of experience conducting research in the fields of psychology and neuroscience, with a focus on the 
neural systems involved in learning, memory, and motivation. Before joining Mental Health Innovations, 
Mark was Senior Lecturer in Neuroscience and Director of Postgraduate Studies at the MRC London 
Institute of Medical Sciences at Imperial College London, during which time he was also Education & 
Engagement Secretary for the British Neuroscience Association. Prior to that he held a lectureship and then 
a Royal Society University Research Fellowship at the University of Oxford, following postdoctoral research 
training in Houston, San Francisco, and Oxford. Mark has a BSc and DPhil in Experimental Psychology and is 
a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 
 

http://www.parentingresearch.org.uk/Projects.aspx
http://davidtrickey.com/

